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• Dr. Angela Searcy holds a B.A. degree in English and secondary education with 
teacher certification though the state of Illinois and a M.S. degree in early 
childhood development from Erikson Institute, with a specialization in Infant 
Studies and a Doctorate in  Education with a specialization in assessment and 
response to intervention. Her research revolves around brain-based learning as 
assessed by CLASS and it’s correlation to aggressive behaviors in preschool 
children.

• An educator since 1990, Angela is the owner and founder of Simple Solutions 
Educational Services and has experience at all levels of education. Angela is 
currently a seminar leader and adjunct faculty at Erikson Institute, a 
professional development provider for Lorman Educational Services, Teaching 
Strategies, LLC, a CLASS Pre-K Affiliate Trainer for Teachstone, a Bureau of 
Education and Research trainer and author of Push Past It! A 
Positive Approach to Challenging Classroom Behaviors 
for Gryphon House Publishing

• A former neuro-developmental specialist, Angela has specialized training in  
neuroscience and is a nationally recognized speaker. She has been featured on 
Chicago’s WGN Channel 9  Moring News, WGN Channel 9 Midday Fix, WTTW’s 
Chicago Matters, Chicago Public Radio’s Chicago Matters, Chicago Parent and 
Chicago Baby Magazines ChildCare Education Institute 2021 Angela Searcy© 2021
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What Is Said in the Teachers’ Lounge: The Teachers’ Lounge Isn’t a 
Place…It Is A Mindset.  

“The teachers' lounge can be anywhere: 
a teacher's classroom, the hallway, or 
during the time waiting for 
a faculty meeting…”

“What I failed to realize is that the teachers’ 
lounge has its way of sneaking up on you 
when you least expect it.” (Lauren Powell, 2016, 
Education Week)

https://www.gryphonhouse.com/images/authors/What_Is_Said_in_the_Teachers_Lounge_Bias_Worksheet.pdf
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https://www.gryphonhouse.com/books/details/push-past-it

Step 1 
Click Author Tab

Step 2 
Click “READ MORE” Box

Step 3
Click Workshop 
Downloadables 
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If You Have a Brain, You Have Bias 

• Bias and stereotypes tend surface in everyone 
when faced with a child that exhibits challenging 
behaviors  weather you are conscious of it or not. 

• I am not trying to attack your moral character. 
Implicit bias often runs counter to your belief 
system and is unconscious

• If you are not bias AWESOME! I wish more 
children had such great experiences!  Personally, I 
would like to think I am not bias but am I the best 
person to make that assessment? Test yourself 
like I did! Write down all the names of children 
that challenge you.  Is there a pattern to the 
students you view as challenging? 

• There was for me most- were boys. 
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Exclusion is Unfairly 
Applied 

• Black students are excluded at 
disproportionally higher rates then any 
other ethnic group. 

• Boys 
• Children with special needs
• Children in poverty
• Exclusion associated with less 

classroom order and low teaching 
quality. Exclusion may signal teacher 
not the student needs support.  

PAGES 9-17
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Are Black Kids 
Worse?
Russell Skiba and Natasha 
Williams set out to answer that 
very question in a summary of 
research report “Are Black Kids 
Worse? Myths and Facts about 
Racial Differences in Behavior” 
(2014)

Page 13 ChildCare Education Institute 2021 Angela Searcy© 2021

Working with 
Families 
Chapter 4 

https://www.gryphonhouse.com/images/authors/They_Dont_Act_Like_That_at_Home_Worksheet.pdf
ChildCare Education Institute 2021 Angela Searcy© 2021
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English, Spanish, and Mandarin
https://bit.ly/2Ivz0Ws free download
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Educators must look inside the child to know how to care for him
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https://www.gryphonhouse.co
m/books/details/push-past-it
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Typical Discipline Approaches

• Remove materials 
• Remove a child from an area 
• Removing a child from a group
• Taking away a privilege 
• Putting a child in time out
• Hoping child outgrows behavior

Page 4-9 
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Research showed removal has negative consequences for all 
children even those who were not removed, and exclusionary 
disciple negatively affected math and literacy scores for ALL 
students 

Page 17-18

So, if I can’t remove 
them what about the 

other kids?
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https://www.gryphonhouse.com/images/authors/MTSS_Worksheet.pdf
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The “mis” in misbehavior is sometimes a misunderstanding of child development

Instead of Criss Cross 
Applesauce try SOS

Sit Or Stand so everyone is safe 
and can see. 

This honors the diverse ways children can  learn and gives 
freedom of movement.
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If They Don’t have the Cognition 
to Play Hide and Seek, They Don’t 
Have the Cognition to Manipulate 

You!

“Whining is 
Winning” 
L.R. Knost

When children 
use profanity, 
they are using 
their words!

When children say “I 
am not your friend” 
they have progressed 

from doing mean things 
to saying mean things!  

Aggression is an 
opportunity to learn 

alternative ways to behave! 

Chapter 
5
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Negativity Bias: What Is Happening in Your Brain? 

• Survival requires urgent attention to possible bad outcomes but 
less urgent with regard to good ones

• Emotional brain activity processes information milliseconds 
earlier than the rational brain

• Negative emotions involve more thinking, and are processed 
more thoroughly than positive information

• Everyone remembers negative things more strongly and in more 
detail

• Bad impressions and bad stereotypes are quicker to form and 
more resistant to disconfirmation than good ones

• You are accessing the most primitive part of the brain and 
negative emotions can erode productivity and decision-making

Page 48
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U
Understand 
everyone’s 
perspective

S
Seek 

neutral 
support

H
Home in on 
everyone’s 
intentions

P
Pay 

attention to 
your own
behavior

S
Step 
back

T
Take 
care of 
yourself

I T! 
©

P
Pick out 
positives

A
Ask 

questions
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Frustration is 
your Signal to 
PUSH!

Page 49-
51 

English, Spanish, and Mandarin
https://bit.ly/2Ivz0Ws free download
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Okay so I already do this stuff in my 
classroom! My research examines

Dosage

•

• Teacher: Rarely
• Teacher: 

sometimes, mix, 
periodic, at times, 
inconsistent, 
somewhat

• Teacher: actively, 
consistently, 
effectively, often, 
frequent

ChildCare Education Institute 2021 Angela Searcy© 2021

Change Your 
Response 

Chapter 9
Page 124
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Behavior is a Signal of What Skills the I  Need 
to Teach! Page 123
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Change you 122

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
under CC BY-SA
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Tape on ground cues child to keep his animals on his side 
so they don’t knock down his friends’ structure.

ChildCare Education Institute 2021 Angela Searcy© 2021

Don’t 
Change the 

Child Change 
the Activity
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Only the Adult 
Can Take a 
‘Challenge” 
and Make A 
Purposeful 
Challenge! 
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Race is NOT the only bias we possess! 
Exploring Other Types of Implicit
Cognitive Bias

• “ We had nothing when I was growing 
up, but I never acted like these kids?”

• “I got a spanking whenever, I mouthed 
off and it made me what I am today”

• “My parents fought at home and I 
turned out okay”

•

With your table the following 
• Do we all have same standard to 

measure whether someone is okay?
• If we are all okay, does that mean we 

have no desire to improve?
• You were able to tolerate a situation but 

does that mean everyone is?
• Is it possible you were able to tolerate a 

situation because of supports that are 
not available to everyone

Page 
32
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Table Talk: Anecdotal Evidence VS. 
Evidence-based Do all sources share the 

same weight?

• “Time out made me behave. Why 
shouldn’t it work for kids nowadays?”

• That strategy will never work. So n so 
tried it and now they misbehavior 
more!” 

• We put limits on our learning when we 
restrict ourselves to only taking lessons 
from personal feelings and 
experiences. 

• Research and experience are not in 
conflict with one another! Both can 
coexist in your learning and strategies

Page 
33
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Table Talk: Hazards of Nostalgia

• When challenging behaviors occur. we find 
comfort in reminiscing about how we did 
things “back in the day” 

• Longing for the past is one way to cope with 
the present

• But logically both past and present contain 
good and bad elements and if you only look 
at what was good about the past and only 
what is bad about the present you have lost 
balance. 

• It can be counterproductive if it is the sole 
focus and is used to avoid the present or 
causes us to miss out on new strategies 

Page 
34 
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I Ain’t Got Time For That!!! 

https://www.gryphonhouse.com/Time_Analysis_Form.pdf
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It is not just children…what about co-workers?

ChildCare Education Institute 2021 Angela Searcy© 2021
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Pages 141-144
Chapter 8
Page 141

https://www.gryphonhouse.com/images/authors/Three_Phases_of_Implementation.pdf
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Questions?
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Let’s stay connected asearcya@aol.com 708-845-2343

•Angela Nelson-Searcy
• Simple Solutions Educational Services Page •Angela_Searcy
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