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Webinar Objectives

- Define inclusion in ECE settings
- Discuss benefits and challenges

- Learn successful strategies from
state and local educators
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTHAND HUMAN SERVICES
US.DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

POLICY STATEMENT ON
INCLUSION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
September 14, 2015

PURPOSE

The purpase of tiis policy sixlement 1s tosela viim and provide recommend €m0 Siates, local
educational agencies (LEAs), schoals, and public and privae early cinkdhood programs, from the U S,
Deparimens of Education (ED) and Health and Human Services (HHS) (1he Depariments), for meresing
e inclusxm of infanys, wddlers, and preschoal chiklren with disshilities inhigh-quality early chikdhood
programs.
E isthe Departimens” position that all young chikiren with disstilities shoukd have aocess o inclusive
fugh-quality early ciuldhood programs, where they are provided with individusl zed and appropriste
suppart in meeting figh expectations. Ths jomt EDand HHS policy siement aims % advance his
psionby:

= Setling anexpecition far high-qually inclusim inearly ciikhood programs;

* Incrasing public understanding of the science thet supports meaning ful inchsion of ciukiren

withdisailiies, from the carlios! apes, n carly childhond programs;

*»  Highlighting e kegal foundstions supporting nclusion in i gh-quality early childhood programs;

* Providing recommendations 1o Stes, LEAs, schoals, and early childhood programs for
increasing inchusive early kearming opportunities for all chuldren; and

s Idemifying free remum far &a‘bs L prog: mly hildhood T, and faniliesto
suppont ligh-qualiy i ik o w and nchss ofdnkﬁm with disshilities in
early chikihood programs.

Though ths palicy tfocuses on mckuding young children wilh dsahilities m carly childhood

programs, 1115 our shared vision that all peaple be meanmgiully nclided in &1 facets of society

' Easty childhood programs refer to those $ux provide eaxrly care anc edocation w chikiren birth drooghage fiwe,
where &2 majorgy of childes m the progam are typically developing. These 1nckade, bot ax not limned w, private
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http://www?2.ed.gov/policy/speced/quid/earlylearning/|

or publxcly fenced cemter or family-based chuld care, bome visiting, Exly Head Start, Head Star, private preschool
wm:xwmcoﬂmm’ hudmknd:mxam e hoding those in chazer schoo ks,
v chal dhood 12 fer w professiombs wiho provice early cam and education services to childmn birdy

dooegh age five, uh:ng ;nbhcot privite preschool sachess, home and center based child care poovaders, Head
Sux and Eady Head Sus wachers, home visios, early mter s, eady chilchood s pac i edecom, and
mlated services pemonrel.

oint-statement-full-text.pdf



http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/earlylearning/joint-statement-full-text.pdf




DEC/NAEYC Position
Statement

Key elements:

Access
Participation

Support




What 1s Inclusion?

fincluding children with disabilities in early childhood
programs, together with their peers without disabllities;

i h ol Wighneypectations and intentionally promoting
participation in all learning and social activities, facilitated
by individualized accommodations; and

A u s ewognce-based services and supports to
foster their

development (cognitive, language, communication, physical,
behavioral, and social-emotional),

friendships with peers, and
sense of belonging. o
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| east Restrictive Environment

Least specialized Most specialized

Special
d?school Residenﬁal
Self-contained school
General General  ltinerant  Resource special class Homebound
education education  teacher  teacher or hospital
class class with s leion
only consultation
or co-teaching
Least separate Most separate

bly.com/legislation.html



http://terrijacobsenportfolio.weebly.com/legislation.html

Inclusion for all

nNfrom those with the mil| dest
most significant disabilities.o

t on Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs.



Benefits
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Barriers
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Recommendations

For States, Local Programs,
Families

Statewide and local
collaboration

Policies that promote
inclusion

Resource allocation

Data-driven decision-making

Professional Development

Social Emotional and
Behavioral Health




Panel Introductions

Beth Fairchild

Education Consultant

Early Intervention Technical Assistance

Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network

Lisa Parker

Division Chief for the Office of Child Development and Early
Learning/Bureau of Early Intervention Services

Pennsylvania Departments of Education and Human Services

Andi Knowlton
Director of Early Childhood Services Department
Napa County Office of Education



Reactions to
the Policy Statement




Connections to Current Practices: Organization
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Connections to Current Practices:
Parent as Partners in
Professional Development (P3D)




Connections to Current Practices:
Competence and Confidence Partners in
Policymaking Early Intervention (C2P2El)




Connections to Current Practices:
Hands & Voices Guide By Your Side
(GBYS)E of PA

GUIDE BY
YOUR SIDE"




Connections to Current Practices:
Include Me from the Start

A nclude me

O —

An Initiative of The Arc of Pennsylvania
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Vision and mission
Hiring practices
Integrated therapy model
Community partnerships

History of high quality
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Parent collaborations

Interagency and braided
funding
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Strategic planning

Starting smaller and working
iIncrementally

Shifting ideas and practices

Validating high quality
services

Sustainable



Strengths of the Statement
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Strengths of the Statement

Shifting attitudes

Technical assistance

Access, participation, and
supports




Gaps to Consider
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- Funding

- Ongoing professional
development and
consultation
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Gaps to Consider

Funding

Ongoing professional
development and
consultation

Different classroom models

Understanding special
education funding

Moving away from  place-
based thinking

Thinking about resources
differently
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Statewide policy

Collaborations across programs

Partnerships with families

Quality Rating Improvement Scale "
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Next Steps: Napa

Classrooms in community schools

Catalyst for change within school districts

Children with autism

Support for funding "
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Next Steps: Pennsylvania

Statewide policy forum

Policy regarding suspension and expulsion
Regional policy forums
Joint meetings with ELC and SICC
Inclusion Cohort

STARS T re-visioning



Additional Resources

2016 National Inclusion Webinar Series
http://ectacenter.org/~calls/2016/nationalinclusion.asp

A Joint Position Statement of the Division for Early
Childhood (DEC) and the National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) on Early

Childhood Inclusion
https://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/DEC NAEYC EC update

dKS.pdf



http://ectacenter.org/~calls/2016/nationalinclusion.asp
https://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/DEC_NAEYC_EC_updatedKS.pdf
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