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Overview

1. Early Childhood Educati@Now is the time
2. Making sense of the ECE Environment

3. How do the pieces fit together to ensure all children
thrive?

4. What can | do?
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ECE Now Is the time

A Economic rationale
I Return on investment
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ECE Now Is the time

A Economic rationale
I Heckman Equatic™

Returns to a Unit Dollar Invested

«— Programs targeted toward the earliest years

Current
funding

«— Preschool programs

models
Increase
with age

«— Schooling

«— Job training
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ECE Now Is the time

A Research base

I National intervention and effectiveness studies (PCER,;
ISRC; Head Start Impact Study; Early Head Start
Evaluation Study; Muhlstate PreK Study; followups,
etc.)

I State preK evaluation studies (Oklahoma, Georgia,
Virginia, etc.)

I Observational studies (ECKSECL:B. etc.)

I Implementation studies
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ECE Now Is the time

A Research base
We know a great deal about what works
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Making Sense of the ECE Landscape

A Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge R

A Administration call for funded pr& programs — Pre-K
A Head Startecompetitionprocess ~
A Revised Head Start Performance Standards —Head Start

J\

A Quality Rating and Improvement Systems
A Child Care Development Block Grant

A Kindergarten Entry Assessment

A Common Core State Standards - K2
A Teacher effectiveness, school/teacher accountability

— Child Care

J\
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Making Sense of the ECE Landscape

Expectations Expectations Expectations
for Children  for Programs for Teachers

Head Start Progra
CCSSI Standards Credentialing
: Quality Rating ana
Early Learning Improvement
Accountability
systems

Standards Systems

Other k12

Licensin
standards g

Effective

KEA Accreditation instruction
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Making Sense of the ECE Landscape
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Fitting the Pieces Together

A Quality Rating and Improvement Systems (QRIS)

I A method of assessing program guality and
communicating that quality to consumers and to identify
areas of improvement for programs and states

R¢ Rating: Based upon program meeting defined standa
that include structural and process characteristics (e.g.,
ratios, qualifications, environmental ratings, etc.)

| ¢ Improvement: Targeting resources and supports

www.QRISnetwork.org



Fitting the Pieces Together
A Quality Rating and Improvement Systems (QRIS)

S- Afully functioningQRIS represents a systemic approach:

Aquality standards for programs and practitioners,
Asupportsandinfrastructureto meetstandards

Amonitoringand accountability systems to ensure
compliance withstandards

Aongoingfinancial assistancénkedto meeting quality
standards

Aengagementind outreachstrategies

www.QRISnetwork.org
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Fitting the Pieces Together

A Common Core State Standards

I Common Core State Standards have been adopted by mos
states (43, plus DC, 4 territoriesd¥Dschools)although
stage of implementation and commitment varies.

I Common Core provide learning standards for childrer2K
In English Language Arts and Mattiney are silent on any
other area of development, except for some integration

I Intended to allow common goals and common assessments
across states

I Learning Standards, not a curriculum or instructional
approach
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Fitting the Pieces Together

A Developmentally Appropriate Practice
I Researctbased approach to early childhood education
I Based upon:
AWhat is known about child learning and development
AWhat is known about each child as an individual

AWnhat is known about social and cultural contexts in whicl
children live
I Wholechild (multiple domain)
I Enhancindamily engagement Developmentally

. " : C e g _ Appropriate
I Recognitiorof cultural and linguistidiversity  Practice o

in Earty Chilghood Prograses




Fitting the Pieces Together

A Developmentally Appropriate Practice

- Teachersise multiple formats (small and large group,
iIndividual, childand teacher selected activities)

Teachers use multiple strategies (encourage,
demonstrate, model, ask questions, feedback, etc.)

Includesplay
Intentionality
Appropriate assessment for young children




Fitting the Pieces Together

w Common Core State Standards
=qeleirzlio]als Other k12 Standards

for Children w Kindergarten Entry Assessment
w Early Learning Standards
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Fitting the Pieces Together

A Learning Standards in ECE

Ideally well conceived standards or learning gaaisin place to
guidelocalschools and programs in choosing or developing
comprehensive, appropriate curriculum. Toericulumframework
IS a starting place, theteachers can use their expertise to make
adaptationsasneeded to optimize the fit with the children.
Further, such curricular guidance gives teachers sdmaetionin
providing the materials, learning experiences, and teaching
strategies that promotdearninggoals most effectively, allowing
them tofocus on instructional decision makingithout havingto
generate the entire curriculum themselves

-NAEYC (2009) position statement on developmentally appropriate practice-§)y



Fitting the Pieces Together

A The role of learning standards in ECE
I Reflect all domains of child learning and development

I Standards need validation (content and age
appropriateness)

i{0FYRINR&a LINPOYARS I aidl NBS
not bars or barriers



Fitting the Pieces Together

A The role of learning standards in ECE
I Instruction is informed by standards and assessment
il fAIYyAYyI 0KSa&aS 060Said &adzLllli2 N
development
I Not aligning, or any element being inappropriate limits

child development and Iearni

\I

Learning

Standards g 4 Assessment



Fitting the Pieces Together

A The role of program standards in ECE

I Capture best research and practice knowledge of high
guality early learning environments

I Intended to be comprehensive
A Include structural (e.g., ratio, class size) and process measures of
guality
A Process measures generally consistent with DAP
I Intended to have broad impact

A Support child learning and development, staff development, family
and community, program sustainability



Fitting the Pieces Together

A The role of program standards in ECE

I Licensing, Head Start program standards, accreditation,
and QRIS set different bars for quality

Iity Head Start Standard
Accreditation

QRIS Ratings>




Fitting the Pieces Together

A In what ways might CC and DAP fit?

1.

Writers explicitly say the Common Core does not
prescribe instruction, or even specific curricula

Further, they explicitly say that play can be a means to
meeting the standards

There is room for children to meet standards alone or
with guidance

There is some flexibility in how children can meet
standards



Fitting the Pieces Together

A In what ways do CC and DAP possibly not fit?
i InappropriatepushR2 gy 2F¥ | OF RSYAO O
aul yRIFINRa | NB yz2u RS@OSt 2 LIY
AQuestion of content validation
i{0FYRINRa&a F2NDS | OKFy3aIS A
standarvds, are a Ehreat to developmentally appropriate
LINF Ou A OS¢
AQuestion of implementatior preserving
developmentally appropriateractice

http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/15 Developmentally%20Appr
opriate%20Practice%20and%20the%20Common%20Core%20Sta
te%20Standards.pdf



http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/15_Developmentally Appropriate Practice and the Common Core State Standards.pdf

Fitting the Pieces Together

A In what ways may CC and DAP conflict?

Potentialnarrowingof instructional focus to math and
English languagarts

Possibleelianceon specific instructional approaches
(e.qg., teachedirected instruction) over others (e.g., pjay

Changes in emphasis, and approach to, assessment in
earlygrades



Fitting the Pieces Together

A Conflicts between DAP and CC may arise:
I Increasingocus on high stakesssessment in education
i ¢SFOKSNXRa fAYAUSR 1y2¢6f SR3
i T RYAYAAUN) G2NXRa ft AYAUSR 1Y



. |Drewwwsn
What canl do?

A Clearly identify the challenge(s) you face and are in
position to address

I Administratorsg provide for training, mentoring, support
for teachers

I Teachers find resources and support (books, trainings,
peers, etc.) to improve and maintain DAP, especially in the
context of competing expectations (real or apparent)

A Strengthenyour knowledge about, practice of, and
advocacy and support for, DAP

I Differentiate DAP myth from reality
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Resources QRIS

A QRIS National Learning Network

http://www.qgrisnetwork.org/

A Build Initiative
http://www.buildinitiative.org/Thelssues/EarlyLearninQlalityORIS.aspx

A Alliance for Early Childhood Finance

http://www.earlychildhoodfinance.orgdris
Iy
QRISS¢

A Relevant state resources
National Learning Network



http://www.qrisnetwork.org/
http://www.buildinitiative.org/TheIssues/EarlyLearning/QualityQRIS.aspx
http://www.earlychildhoodfinance.org/qris

Resources DAP

Appropriate Practice

B L e k]

A NAEYDAP web Lo ol B -
http://www.naeyc.orgDAP '
A DAP books

http://www.naeyc.org/dap/recommende¢ebrofessionad
developmentlibrary

A DAP training at NAEYC national and sta v Em—

affiliate conferences o8 =8 Appropriate Practice:

A Common Core resources from NAEYC
http ://www.naeyc.org/topics/commonrcore



http://www.naeyc.org/DAP
http://www.naeyc.org/dap/recommended-professional-development-library
http://www.naeyc.org/topics/common-core
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Resourceg DAP and Common Core

A For teachers

I Common Core trainings by and for early educators
at national and state or local meetings

I Community of Learners, peers, teaching teams
i[ S&az2y &akKIl NR&yShararyiL&son 6o S o3
http://www.sharemylesson.com/home.aspx

I Webinars and other otine (e.g.,Teaching | ‘ (‘i
Channel) >

I b! 9  Tea@Qlang Young Children

http://www.naeyc.org/tyd



http://www.sharemylesson.com/home.aspx
http://www.naeyc.org/tyc/
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Resourceg Supporting ECE and DAP

e al ia
A Especially for principals and other schog %QM&

Learning Communities
Competencies for Effective Principal Practice

leaders

I Leading Prd-3 LearningCommunities:
Competencie$-or Effective Princip&ractice
http://www.naesp.orgfic

School Officers are Advancing Quality Early [P

. " . . e
ChildhoodOpportunities N

http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Publicatior@nfronting_the :: E o~

Quiet_Crisis How_Chief State School Officers are Advang jsses

Quality Early Childhood Opportunities.html

CONFRONTING THE QUIET CRISIS:

How Chief State School Officers Are Advancing
Quality Early Childhood Opportunities

CCSS()%’


http://www.naesp.org/llc
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Publications/Confronting_the_Quiet_Crisis_How_Chief_State_School_Officers_are_Advancing_Quality_Early_Childhood_Opportunities.html
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Thank You

Kyle Snow
ksnow@naeyc.org
WWW.Nhaeyc.org
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